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All Disciples Making Disciple-Makers




SESSION #2 – WHY WE SHOULD MAKE DISCIPLES & WHY WE DON’T
TEACHING NOTES BY STEVE ADAMS


INTRODUCTION

· Welcome back – 2nd Session Discipleship Training School

· If haven’t seen session #1 – Save confusion + Go watch it

· Session #1 – Defined terms b/c “Disciples” + “Discipleship” broad

· Without that foundation – All going to hear something very different

· Quick Summary – Disciple = A learner of Christ + Become like Christ

· Discipleship – EVERYTHING – Contributes to learn about + Be like

· Important: Evangelism is PART of discipleship

· Although identified many things contribute picture Discipleship

· This course focus – One on One / Life on Life personal discipleship

· TODAY – Why we should make disciples & why we don’t. - PRAY
· It’s a shame that session needs to exist – Even course

· I don’t say this as one who perfected this & criticise others

· I am part of them problem – Can’t blame others not showing + teach

· B/C everything we’re covering – IN THE BIBLE – has 2 be (2 pet 1:3)
· If looked at how Bible speaks discipleship - Not so confused on terms

· My prayer is that God use session – (1) Encourage see need disciple

· (2) Provide encouraging relief in addressing reasons we don’t.
· Before looking at reasons why – Discuss this in your groups.

DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
1. In the first session, it was presented that ALL Christians are called to be disciples who make disciples. List every reason why you think Christians should be active disciple-makers.
1. WHY WE SHOULD BE DISCIPLE-MAKERS
· 1ST Reason – Mentioned many times – It’s what Jesus commanded

Matthew 28:18–20 (ESV) - 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

· Great commission essentially – Do with others what I do with you
· AND teach them to do likewise with other etc…

· He has all authority + Promises his presence.

· He commands them to make disciples (incl. evangelism) – Baptise

· And teaching to observe ALL commanded (incl. make disciples)

· 2nd Reason – It’s What Jesus did – We called to be like Jesus

· Look at calling disciples in Matthew 4:18-20
Matthew 4:18–20 (ESV) – 18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 

· Jesus called disciples and taught them to become fishers of men.
· We will in more detail at Jesus’ model of discipleship – Session #5
· It was never intended to be the work of “Paid Leaders / Position”

· The early church clearly understood it was the mandate of all

· Look what happens after Stephen’s Death – Acts 8:1-4 & Questions 
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
2. Read Acts 8:1-8. After Stephen’s death, what people were scattered?

3. According to v4 – By whose ministry did the church grow?

4. What can we learn from Acts 8 about who were the ministers of the Gospel?

Acts 8:1–4 (ESV) - 1 … And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 

· After Stephen’s death – ALL (except Apostles) scattered

· THEN v4 – The scattered (everyday followers) – Preach word

· This can ONLY happen if someone has taken time to teach+show

· Problem we have today – Effort goes into make converts not disciples

· The result = Building churches of spectators – Few “Pro’s” do all

· NEVER the intention – Seen in great commission

· Go make disciples – AND teach them all (incl. disciple-making)

· If that perpetually happened – This course not need 2 exist.

· The fact it hasn’t has resulted in need make disciples / disciple makers of “converts” and those don’t know Jesus.

· 3rd Point – This is God’s plan to reach people – We won’t do better
· Imagine you’re a strategist / business / marketing consultant
· Jesus comes to you (pretend) – I have a plan to change world

· Born to poor family – Obscurity for 30 years
· 3 years of public ministry – Mainly spent with 12 ordinary men

· Not key people / religious leaders – Often looked down upon (Tax)

· Teach heavily these 12 men (esp 3 – Peter, James + John)

· Crucified on Roman cross + Raised ( Return to Father
· Entrust the building of the church to 12 ordinary men.

· Remember how much they failed? Abandon at arrest! Hide 3rd day

· What you think of the plan? How you’d plan it?
· We’d think – Get the best people to the biggest crowds

· HOWEVER – It changed the world! It was God’s plan!

· This course therefore – Not about some new fancy technique

· It’s about learning to put into practice what God already given.

· So we can see we have good reason why should… but why don’t?
2. WHY WE DON’T MAKE DISCIPLES
· I don’t think the problem is that people are not making disciples
· All making disciples – But what are we making disciples of?
· After all Jesus shared his life with 12 men – Learned by heard & saw
· Likewise – People are “learning” something from what hear & see

· Do people learn what Jesus like & obedience looks like observing us? 
· If not - Making disciples of something else.
· So the question should be “Why we don’t make disciples of Jesus”
· We need to raise this question. In any church - Active participate Low
· You may have even questioned self – Why don’t I? – Pause & Discuss
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
5. What do you think are the most common reasons why Christians (maybe even yourself) don’t actively seek to make disciples?
· The fact that large percentage do not make disciples = Reasons
· Below are what I believe are most likely answers you have given.

1. We don’t have the time / too busy
2. We don’t like starting conversations about Jesus / Fear Rejection
3. We’re confused about how to start or who to disciple
4. We may have invested in someone before – No fruit / Discouraged

5. We don’t think we’d be useful – Not suited to the task

6. Laziness & Unfaithfulness
· We’re going to look at each of these objections

· BUT beforehand – Discuss each of these – Why/Why Not Valid

DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
6. Look at each of these common objections and discuss whether you think they are valid reasons not to make disciples?

· We don’t have the time / too busy

· We don’t like starting conversations about Jesus / Fear Rejection
· We’re confused about how to start or who to disciple
· We may have invested in someone before – No fruit / Discouraged

· We don’t think we’d be useful – Not suited to the task

· Laziness & Unfaithfulness

· Next session we look at heart values for Disciple-Makers

· These will also add further answers to objections

· After all, if we don’t have a heart for something, we don’t do it.

A. We don’t have time / Life is Too busy

· We do live busy lives – Life is fast paced

· Part of this might come down to what we think Discipleship involves

· We will be looking at using what YOU ALREADY DO as part
· But also need to evaluate time – Are we REALLY too busy?

· I seem to find time for all sorts of useless stuff when think I’m busy.

· This objection probably answered through when see what involved

B. We don’t like having conversations about Jesus
· Hopefully, we mean we fear response – Not find topic boring
· Imagine that – Jesus died on cross for me – Save from eternal hell

· Can’t imagine any Christian should not like talking about this…

· Unless our reason is because we fear the response of hearers.

· We need to be prepared to be both rejected AND accepted

· Even Jesus & Apostles were rejected more than accepted

· But they were accepted by some – Never give up

· Jesus taught his disciples prepare for both – Luke 10 – Sends 72
· They come back excited great success – Even demons subject to us.

· But Jesus taught also – Don’t let you passion/joy depend on results

Luke 10:20 (ESV) - 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

· We must be prepared to be rejected and accepted – Both happen

· It’s odd that when Jesus (authority + presence) – Christians surprised

· I’ve never met anyone (even evangelists) who don’t fear rejection
· Pray for God to give heart for people – Desire salvation/growth more

C. We’re confused about how to start & who to disciple
· If discussions in session 1 – “What is discipleship?” – Mixed ideas…
· Make sense confused how start – So many confusing ideas

· Surely we don’t replicate Jesus – Walk down street “Follow Me”

· Probably best objection – Suggests with guidance = Good to go

· Hopefully by end of DTS – Feel on your way to starting
· What about who to disciple? So many? Just pick someone?

· Do well learn from Jesus (Invested in 12 / 3)

· Invest in the few to reach the many – So much effort into many 4 few

· Eg. If 20 people discipled 2 people every 3 years + taught to do same

· In 3 years = 60 disciples / 6yrs = 180 / 9 years 540 / 12 years – 1620
· If 50 peeps – 3yr = 150 / 6yr = 450 / 9yr = 1350 / 12yr = 4050
· You can’t invest everyone – Look for fertile soil – 1st NOT know Jesus
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
7. Read Matthew 10:5-15. What do you think Jesus is teaching his disciples about where to invest their time?

8. What application does this passage have on us as we seek to make disciples?

· (1) If not know Jesus – Look for openness – In normal circles of life
· Are there people who respect you as Christian / Listen?

· Consider Matt 10 – Jesus sends 12 disciples

Matthew 10:11–14 (ESV) - 11 And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 

· If receive you / welcome you into life etc – Stay with them!

· If reject you – Keep going – Time short – Don’t waste it.
· That being said Pray & Ask God – He MAY lead you to someone hard

· (2) What if Christian? – B/C Discipleship lacked – Good do 1 of each

· Don’t look for “potential” – This person so influential etc

· B/C influential - Can influence good/bad - U don’t want multiply bad
· Look for faithfulness – Person faithful with little – Faithful with much

D. We’ve been hurt / Unfruitful attempts before
· As long as sin remains in world – People WILL let you down!

· Jesus had Judas, Paul had Demas

· Just like fear of rejection – We need be prepared for disappointment

· What you’re prepared for – Doesn’t affect you so bad.
· Nor give up 1st disappointment – Jesus’ 12 constantly disappointed

· However, persistent unfruitfulness may require to move to another

E. We don’t think we’re gifted – Not suited to the task
· I think by nature I will always feel this way – Better personality?

· Problem here is that it presumes effectiveness dependent upon me
· Eg. What I know – How good explaining / Motivating others etc

· If that was case – We’d have every reason to feel inadequate.

· Didn’t Jesus say he has all authority & be with us to end of age?

· If Jesus commands us all to be on mission with him – He supply
· BUT if see this DTS as techniques 4 success ( discourage/frustrate
· Again let us learn from Jesus’ interaction with his disciples…
Luke 24:47–49 (ESV) - 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

· Similar idea in Acts 1 – Jesus gives commission

· BUT don’t do a thing without the power of God (Holy Spirit)

· If we’re attempt anything without ask Spirit work = Nothing

· I’m sure families of 12 disciples – Tell Jesus “poor choice”

· If anything knowing your weak limitation – Qualifies you to trust

· Probably more fruitful / effective than Confident person

F. Laziness & Unfaithfulness
· The one we all get offended at the suggestion and then search.

· Some of this heart issue (next session)
· Just seems another chore – Like cleaning shower

· But the harvest is plentiful (people wrath), Jesus all auth & with you

DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
9. How have you been encouraged / challenged by this session?

10. How can the group best pray for you with regards to the material covered in this session?

ACTION ITEMS

· Pray daily either for people God has laid on your heart to disciple OR pray and ask that God would help you find people.
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